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the law respecting what is required, wajib, forbidden, mahxur
recommended, mandub disapproved, makruh or merely permitted
mubah; such knowledge is acquired from the Qur'an, the Surma
and such arguments as the legists may adduce for the necessary
comprehension of the laws contained in them. It is the body of rules
derived by these legal arguments that is called fiqh.3 This science
combines with that of kalam, or dogmatic and scholastic theology,
to form the science of the shar, or sharia which means literally the
"path" or 'road' (of the theocracy of Islam of which Allah is the
Head and Inspiration) and hence "the law" of Islam. But it does
not correspond merely to the 'canon' law of Christianity for it
comprises, by definition, all the laws compiled in Islam by those
competent to act in this matter,4
The main object of the Sharia is to base human life on
Ma'rufat (virtues) and to cleanse it of the Munkarat (vices). The
term Ma'rufat denotes all the virtues and good qualities that have
always been accepted "good" by the human conscience.
Conversely, munkarat denotes all the sins and evils that have
always been condemned by human nature as 'evil'. In short, the
ma'rufat are in harmony with human nature and its requirement in
general, and the munkarat are just the opposite.
The sharia (canon law) comprises the entire human activity
concerning every aspect of Muslim life in order that virtues may
flourish and vices may not poison human life.
The sharia shapes the Islamic society in a way conducive to
the unfettered growth of goodness and truth in every sphere of
human activity and gives full play to the forces of good in all
directions, And at the same time, it removes all impediments in the
path of virtues; side by side with this, it attempts to remove evils
from its social scheme by prohibiting vice, by obviating the causes
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